
Genesis 31:14-35 
14 Then Rachel and Leah replied, “Do we still have any share in the inheritance of our father’s 
estate? 15 Does he not regard us as foreigners? Not only has he sold us, but he has used up what 
was paid for us. 16 Surely all the wealth that God took away from our father belongs to us and our 
children. So do whatever God has told you.” 

17 Then Jacob put his children and his wives on camels,18 and he drove all his livestock ahead of 
him, along with all the goods he had accumulated in Paddan Aram,[a] to go to his father Isaac in 
the land of Canaan. 

19 When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father’s household 
gods. 20 Moreover, Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him he was running 
away. 21 So he fled with all he had, crossed the Euphrates River, and headed for the hill country 
of Gilead. 

Laban Pursues Jacob 

22 On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled.23 Taking his relatives with him, he 
pursued Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the hill country of Gilead. 24 Then God 
came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything 
to Jacob, either good or bad.” 

25 Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country of Gilead when Laban overtook him, and Laban 
and his relatives camped there too. 26 Then Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done? You’ve 
deceived me, and you’ve carried off my daughters like captives in war. 27 Why did you run off 
secretly and deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me, so I could send you away with joy and singing 
to the music of timbrels and harps? 28 You didn’t even let me kiss my grandchildren and my 
daughters goodbye. You have done a foolish thing. 29 I have the power to harm you;but last night 
the God of your father said to me, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or 
bad.’30 Now you have gone off because you longed to return to your father’s household. But why 
did you steal my gods?” 

31 Jacob answered Laban, “I was afraid, because I thought you would take your daughters away 
from me by force. 32 But if you find anyone who has your gods, that person shall not live. In the 
presence of our relatives, see for yourself whether there is anything of yours here with me; and if 
so, take it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the gods. 

33 So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of the two female 
servants, but he found nothing. After he came out of Leah’s tent, he entered Rachel’s 
tent. 34 Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put them inside her camel’s saddle and 
was sitting on them. Laban searched through everything in the tent but found nothing. 

35 Rachel said to her father, “Don’t be angry, my lord, that I cannot stand up in your 
presence; I’m having my period.” So he searched but could not find the household gods. 

	



Genesis 35:1-4 

Jacob Returns to Bethel 

35 Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to 
God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.” 

2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign 
gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 3 Then come, 
let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of 
my distress and who has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave Jacob all 
the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the 
oak at Shechem. 

Section	4	-	Love’s Protection READ Genesis 31:14-35, 35:1-4  

After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob asked Laban to send him away to his own place. Laban wanted Jacob to 
stay longer; he realized since Jacob had been with him, God had blessed him. Laban again asked Jacob to name his 
wages, in reply, Jacob confirmed that God had blessed Laban since his coming, but he now needed to provide for his 
own growing family. Knowing he would eventually leave, Jacob requested to keep all the spotted and speckled 
livestock, to which Laban agreed. As God increased Jacob’s wealth, Laban’s attitude changed unfavorably towards 
him. At that time, the Lord called Jacob to return to Bethel. God said . . . now arise, get thee out from this land, and 
return unto the land of thy kindred. Then Jacob sent for Leah and Rachel and explained to them why he had to leave 
(Genesis 30:25-31:13).  

1. Why were Leah and Rachel more than willing to leave their father’s home (Genesis 31:14-16)? ______________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

8 Dinah - Hebrew Diynah justice: one who judges. 
9 reproach - Hebrew cherpah disgrace: rebuke; shame or a cause of shame, a stigma, thought to be a sign of divine disfavor.  

What wise counsel did Leah and Rachel give to Jacob? _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. As they departed, what did Rachel secretly steal (vv. 17-19)? __________________________________________ 

3. When the news came to Laban that Jacob had left with his entire family and all their possessions, what did he do 
(vv. 20-23)?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How did God exhort Laban (v. 24)? ______________________________________________________________ 

5. How did Laban disobey God (vv. 25-30)? _________________________________________________________ 

 



6. As Laban deceived Jacob, how did Rachel deceive her father (vv. 31-35)? _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

As Jacob and his family journeyed home to Bethel, he met his brother Esau, who had earlier determined to kill 
Jacob (Genesis 27:30-46). Esau had with him four hundred men, but God protected Jacob and his family. The 
brothers embraced one another and wept (Genesis 33:1–15).  

The family also pitched a tent near Shechem during their journey and experienced great anguish as the Prince of 
Shechem raped Dinah, Jacob’s only daughter. In revenge, this incident led to a great slaughter of all the males of 
Shechem. After the situation, God again directed Jacob to continue on to Bethel. (Genesis 34-35:1).  

7. What instructions did God give to Jacob (Genesis 35:1_______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10 images - Hebrew teraphiym a healer: a family idol; the possession of which implied family leadership and assured the owner of the 
idol the right to the family property.  

8. Before Jacob left for Bethel11, what important commands did he give to his family (Genesis 35:2, 3)? __________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What did all of Jacob’s family give to him (Genesis 35:4)? ____________________________________________ 

10. How did God protect Jacob and his family once again (v. 5)? _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOOK DEEPER 
Why is Bethel an important place to Jacob (vv. 6-15)? See also Genesis 12:7, 8; 13:3, 4; 28:10-22. ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION	5	- Love’s Fulfillment  

Genesis 35:16-20  
 
The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac 

16 Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from 
Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and had great difficulty. 17 And as she was having 
great difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, “Don’t despair, for you have another 
son.” 18 As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-
Oni.[a] But his father named him Benjamin.[b] 

19 So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath(that is, Bethlehem). 20 Over her 
tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb. 

Genesis 49:29-33 

The Death of Jacob 

29 Then he gave them these instructions: “I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury 
me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 the cave in the field of 
Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as a 
burial place from Ephron the Hittite. 31 There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried, 
there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. 32 The field and 
the cave in it were bought from the Hittites.[a]” 

33 When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the 
bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 

READ Genesis 35:16-20 and Genesis 49:29-33.  

1. After staying at Bethel for a time, they continued their journey and were close to Ephrath12. Rachel conceived     
once more. What happened to Rachel there (Genesis 35:16)?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What words of comfort did the midwife give Rachel (v. 17)? __________________________________________ 

11 Bethel - Hebrew ba yith house of God: town about 10 miles north of Jerusalem 12 Ephrath - Hebrew fruitfulness: Bethlehem.  

3. As Rachel was dying, what name did she give the newborn son (v. 18)? What did Jacob change his son’s name  
to? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where was Rachel buried (v. 19)? _______________________________________________________________ 

5. What did Jacob place on Rachel’s grave (v. 20)? ____________________________________________________ 



LOOK DEEPER 
How did Jacob bless each one of his sons (Genesis 49:1-28)? ____________________________________________ 

6. In what place did Jacob charge his sons to bury him (Genesis 49:29-33)? ________________________________ 

Who else did Jacob have buried in this honorable place? ________________________________________________ 

13 Ben-Oni: Hebrew Ben-Owniy son of my sorrow: the original name that Rachel gave to Benjamin. 14 Benjamin - Hebrew Binyamyn 
son of (the) right hand: youngest son of Jacob.  

In spite of their quarreling, Leah and Rachel were given the honor of building the house of Israel. God used their 
children to form the twelve tribes of Israel (Ruth 4:11). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PERSONAL 
Regardless of your times of unfaithfulness and rebellion against God, how has He blessed you and brought His will 
to pass in your life?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

memory	verse	 

(Genesis 28:15)  I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring 
you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

 

We learn from the story of Leah and Rachel of God’s great love for us all. Even though both women faced difficult 
circumstances in their marriages to Jacob, God did not forget them. He was faithful in drawing them close to 
Himself. God used imperfect people to accomplish and complete His eternal plan. Through Jacob and Laban’s 
trickery, Leah’s broken heart, Rachel’s barrenness and scheming, and even through the sibling rivalry of Jacob’s 
sons, God brought forth His blessing through the tribe of Judah: His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Their lives teach us 
that only through Him do we find true fulfillment in the everyday situations of our lives.  

 


